
 Itôs that time of year againé 
Lent that iséand actually weôve been in 

Lent now for two weeks. However this is a 

special time in the Christian year where we 

attempt to give some of our attention to the 

sacrifice that Jesus 

has made for all of 

us. We think about 

the cross, the flog-

ging, the crown of 

thorns, and we won-

der what it must 

have been like to 

give oneôs life away 

in such a manner. 

For some we wonder 

why He would do this, for others it is a 

heartfelt thankfulness that allows us to 

celebrate our Christian faith. We realize 

that without Jesusô life, mission and dem-

onstration of Godôs love for us, the church 

would not be here. Christianity would not 

be hereé But, since it is, this time has 

always become a challenge. As children 

we were taught that this was a time to give 

up our favorite food, candy, pizza, etc. As 

we grew older, a new concept of giving to 

someone who could not care for them-

selves was brought to our attention. Sug-

gestions were made that one could fix a 

meal once a week for an elderly widow, 

clean the sidewalks for our neighbor, or 

take meals on wheels to someone in need. 

There are all kinds of opportunities where 

we as Christians can use this time to bene-

fit someone besides ourselves. 

 The word ñLent,ò according to Web-

ster, is an annual season of fasting and 

penitence in preparation for Easter, begin-

ning on Ash Wednesday and including the 

next forty weekdays before Easter, ob-

served by the Roman Catholic, Anglican, 

and other churches. Solid Rock is one of 
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òThere are all 
kinds of 
opportunities 
where we as 
Christians can 
use this time to 
benefit someone 
besides 
ourselvesó 

Scholarships available  
 

 Solid Rock offers scholarships to en-

courage our students to go to college and 

to provide moral support for these stu-

dents. Applications are available from 

Rosalie Walter, scholarship committee 

chairman. At least one of the following 

criteria must be met: Member of Solid 

Rock United Methodist Church for a least 

one year or a dependent of a member or 

regular attendee and supporter of the 

church. Deadline for return of application 

is April 15. 

January Offerings  
 

 January offerings totaled $14,518. 

Building Fund income was $10,768. 

Camp work day planned  
 

 We are planning a work day at Camp 

Lakewood, near Kendallville, on Saturday, 

May 22. The focus will be on grounds 

work (pulling weeds, mulching, preparing 

the beach, clearing trails, opening up and 

cleaning cabins). If you are interested in 

helping, contact Rosalie Walter (375-

3789). More mission opportunities are be-

ing investigated for other dates. 

Easter flowers  
 

 Once again, our sanctuary will be 

adorned with spring 

flowers on Easter 

Sunday. Flower 

orders are now 

being taken. They 

may be given in 

honor or in memory of 

someone. Prices are: tu-

lips, $13; hyacinths, $13; 

daffodils, $13; Easter 

lilies, $14. Please submit 

your order to Norma Smith by March 21.  

Tentative construction 
start: 2012  
 

 The vote to decide the projected start 

for construction of our new building was 

completed on February 7. A total of 83 

votes were tallied: 

Construction to start 2010: 8 

Construction to start 2011: 22 

Construction to start 2012: 51 

 There were two write-in votes: one for 

a 2013 start and one for ñTake your time 

and do it right.ò 

 Thank you to all who participated in the 

vote. The next step will be for the Building 

and Site Committee to meet with the archi-

tect to begin preliminary plans. We will 

continue to keep you informed as things 

progress. Please continue to pray for the 

process and all those involved. 

Lenten Study Series  
 

 The Lenten 

Study Series, 

ñFinding Peace 

in a Troubled Worldò 

by Max Lucado,  has 

been extended so that 

more time can be 

given to each topic. Ses-

sions begin at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday eve-

nings. Here is the revised schedule: 

 

February 21, Session 1, ñDonôt Just Do 

SomethingðStand There,ò Dave Spahr 

February 28, Session 2, ñHucksters and 

Hypocrites,ò Perry Spahr 

March 7, Session 3, ñUncluttered Christi-

anity,ò Jeff Walter 

March 14, Session 4, ñThe End Will 

Come,ò Randy Hensley 

March 21, Session 5, ñThe Sign of the 

Saved,ò Patty Hensley 

March 28, Session 6, ñWhen Your World 

Turns Against You,ò Dave Spahr 

April 11, Session 7, ñChristôs Most Pain-

ful Words,ò Linda McHowell 

April 18, Session 8, ñNever Give Up,ò 

Perry Spahr 
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News deadline for the April newsletter: 
March 21 

Card Ministry  
 

 Come join us in the fun of stamping and 

recycling cards for Solid Rockôs new Card 

Ministry. We will be meeting on March 6 

at 9:30 a.m. at the church. 

Thanks for supporting  
pizza project  
 

 The Solid Rock UMYF thanks all who 

helped make pizza or purchased pizza on 

Super Bowl Sunday. Proceeds will go to 

UMCOR relief for Haiti and the Solid 

Rock Building Fund. 

Youth ministry starts with 
óYOUô 
By Brian Durand  
Associate Director of Youth, Young Adult, 
and Campus Ministries, Indiana Confer-
ence, United Methodist Church 
 

 What do you think is the number one 

factor in effective ministry to youth in the 

church? A great youth pastor? Strong Sun-

day School programs? Mission trips? A 

youth-friendly senior pastor? A large youth 

group? While all of these can be contribut-

ing factors, none are the most important. 

 The most important factor in 

effective ministry to youth in 

the local church is commit-

ment to youth ministry by 

the entire congregation. 

In 2003, the Exemplary 

Youth Ministry Project 

released the first report 

from an academic study 

that surveyed effective 

protestant youth minis-

tries all over the United 

States. The study 

looked at excellent youth ministries in all 

kinds of congregationsðlarge membership 

and small membership; urban, rural and 

suburban; a single pastor to multiple staff 

members. All of these churches with great 

youth ministry had something in com-

monða total congregational commitment 

to youth ministry. 

 So many churches are looking for the 

key to strong youth ministry, so here it is: 

the key is relationships. Ultimately we 

know this, but somehow weôve formed an 

idea that youth ministry is best done by 

someone who relates better to youth than 

us, or who is assigned to minister to the 

youth, or if weôre lucky enough, is paid to 

work with our youth. Yet even the most 

extroverted of those assigned to youth min-

istry canôt do youth ministry alone. They 

need you, meaning everyone from the pas-

tor to the parent, from those who saw their 

children through to adulthood years ago to 

those who donôt have children of their 

own, from those already involved in other 

church leadership to those not yet involved. 

 So here is the challenge to you. Find a 

young person in your midst and mentor 

them in the faith. Perhaps you have a  

grandchild or a niece or a nephew, but 

youôve never really talked about faith. Per-

haps you can mentor in a school or after-

school program nearby. Perhaps you are a 

parent and could encourage faith conversa-

tions with your youthôs best friend. Or, if 

your circles donôt have contact with young 

people, talk to whoever is working with 

youth at your church and see how you can 

get involved. 

 As United Methodists, we believe that 

all are called by God to be in ministry, and 

some are called to order and serve the 

church. Perhaps that can help us under-

stand effective youth ministry. All are 

called by God to be in ministry with young 

people, and some, our youth workers and 

youth pastors, are called to order and serve 

those congregation-wide ministries to 

youth. Contact the youth leader in your 

church and find out how you can be part of 

the life-changing, Christ-centered and 

transformative relationships that are vital to 

our youth and young people today. 

 
 If you are interested in being part of a 
UMYF mentor ministry for Solid Rock, 
please contact Pastor Kathy, Marie 
DeWeese, or Jeff Walter. 

those ñother churches.ò 

 In the past, our society gave a lot of 

attention to Lent; now it has become a time 

that is just like the rest of the year, with 

very little difference. The question is what 

will we do for Lent this year? Will we give 

up our favorite food (chocolate), offer to 

cook a meal for someone in need, or will 

we take these 40 days as just another part 

of our lives and perhaps fail to give to God 

something that would express our love for 

His sacrifice? 

 I will be praying that God might show 

all of us something that between ñHe and 

me,ò so to speak, that all of us can do for 

Lent this year. Some thoughts that I had 

were these: 

 

Go to church each Sunday in Lent 

Attend a Sunday school class (there 

are friends in each one) 

Visit a nursing home 

Help at the Love INC 

Send cards of encouragement, thank 

you 

Help make someoneôs life a little eas-

ier. 

     

    Shalom, 

    Pastor Kathy 

(Continued from page 1) 

King of kings  
 
 During Jesusô earthly life, colored cloth 
was very expensive. Only royalty and 
wealthy people could afford it. When Jesus 

was arrested and sentenced to 
die, the soldiers set about 
humiliating him (see Mark 

15:16-20, NRSV). They found 
a purple cloak ð the color of 
royalty ð and put it on him. 
Then they placed a crown of 
thorns on Jesusô head. ñHail, 
King of the Jews!ò they mock-
ingly cried. The soldiers hit Je-
sus with a reed and spat on 
him. They taunted him and 

knelt before him, pretending to honor him.  
 Despite what he endured, our Lord did 
end up a King ð King of kings and Lord of 
lords.  
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Love Unity Feast  
 

 Love INC will host a Love Unity Feast 

on Sunday, March 7, from 11:00 a.m. until 

2:00 p.m. at 4-H Heritage Hall in Hunting-

ton. 

 Come join us for a delicious meal of 

homemade chicken and noodles or pork 

loin. This event is sponsored by partner 

churches of  Love In the Name of Christ.  

What a bargain! For only $7.00, adults will 

enjoy a complete meal including home-

made desserts and beverages. Children 

under 10 years old pay only $4.00. Take-

outs are also available. Proceeds will help 

the outreach ministry of the churches 

through Love INC.   

 Would you like to reach out to those in 

our community who are struggling during 

this economic downturn? Here is a great 

opportunity to get involved as an individual 

or perhaps as a group. We are looking for 

people to do the following: 

Sponsor a portion of the meal through 

a donation 

Help cook the meal at various church 

locations 

Serve in the serving line 

Bake a variety of desserts 

Sell presale tickets within your church 

family and friends 

Set-up or tear-down 

 If you or your group would like to help 

out, please call the LOVE INC office at 

356-0933.   

 One of LOVE INCôs core values is that 

we highly value unity of the Body of 

Christ. What a great way to demonstrate 

this unity by working together with the 

Unity Feast crew to raise funds to reach out 

to our community. Thanks for showing this 

unity in Christ by helping make this event a 

big success! 

Menôs Fellowship 
 

 The Solid Rock Menôs Fellowship met 

on February 13, 2010, in the Calico Room 

at Heritage Pointe, with 18 men in atten-

dance. Gary Walter opened the meeting 

with prayer. 

Breakfast was 

served by Kimôs 

Katered Affair. 

 Marion 

Bell presented 

devotionals 

based on Psalm 24:3-4, ñPoetry of the 

Body,ò and 1 John 3:1-2, ñWhat does it 

mean to be a child of God?ò 

 Closing prayer was offered by Dave 

Spahr. The next meeting will be March 13. 

How do I know myself?  
  

  The Greek philosopher and scientist, 

Thalesô, exhortation ñKnow Thyselfò is of 

particular importance to us as Christians if 

we are to succeed in our goal of ser-

vanthood  or ministry. We must have an 

awareness of the particular spiritual gifts 

we have been given to use in achieving 

those goals. How we distinguish the true 

gifts from what may be personal interests 

or particular talents we have developed is 

not always easy. 

  It is far less difficult to determine 

which are the specific weaknesses or ob-

stacles we have to overcome. Sitting down 

and making a list of all the behaviors that 

get in the way of accomplishing our objec-

tives is something we do many times in 

our lives, if we are at all introspective. For 

me, not having a deadline to meet is almost 

the kiss of death. If there is not a definite 

time limit in which to complete a task, it 

does NOT get done. 

  Those of you who are teachers know 

the self-talking we do: ñIôll do that during 

winter break (or spring break, or over sum-

mer vacation).ò When the time arrives, my 

self-indulgent excuse is, ñIôm really 

stressed/tired/worn out and just need to 

relax for a few days. Will just read the 

latest Dean Koontz novel, or visit withé., 

or take a long week-end and ééé.ò 

Without realizing it, the end of the break 

looms and the whine is, ñThere is defi-

nitely not enough time now to begin what-

ever had been put on a back burner.ò 

Sound familiar? 

  My behavior, when sitting down to 

write this monthly note to you, would be a 

fairly typical example. It might be a rea-

sonable expectation that since the time 

frame is the same each month, the process 

should be an established habit. It isnôt. 

Immediately after turning a column in, any 

thought of the next one does not enter my 

head until the church bulletin announces 

its due date. Panic! What to write? Sit 

down and scribble on a yellow legal pad 

until something starts to take shape. Put it 

aside for a day or two. Come back to it and 

start refining. Put it aside again. Later, 

more revisions, more deletions. Panic! 

Friday night, and still not satisfied. Utter 

panic!!  As Gary will attest, it is usually 

forwarded to his computer on the Sunday 

morning it is due. Hurrah for deadlines! 

  Is there a lesson in this? I have been 

trying to discern that for the week this par-

ticular piece has been in progress. Is it an 

issue of organization, or will power or mo-

Regional Power Soccer 
Tournament at HNHS  
 

 Colin McIntire will be participating in 

the Division 1 Midwest Regional Power 

Soccer Tournament at Huntington North 

High School on March 27 and 28. It's a 

great opportunity to see Power Soccer. 

Craft Day  
 

 On March 13, 

at 9:30 in the 

fellowship hall, 

we will be fin-

ishing ornaments 

and designing sea-

sonal wreaths.  

 Linda K. Howell will 

be painting door hangers in April now in-

stead of March. We do need to know how 

many will be attending on April 10 so we 

have enough supplies.  

 I want to welcome anyone who would 

like to come, and thanks to those who have 

come. We hope to see you on March 13! 

Tamara Spahr  

tivation? My most frequent rationalization 

at this point in my life is that anything, or 

nothing, is to be expected at my age. How 

then do I explain pulling those all-nighters 

in collegeðnot studying for examsðbut 

always when writing papers? Maybe the 

only explanation is a quote from an equally 

famous American philosopher, Popeye, 

when he asserted, ñI yam what I yam and 

thatôs all what I yam.ò 

 Barbara Kleinhans 

`x¢Ĉ§ Yx  £«§{|¤ 

Equal opportunity  
 
 When young Kelli said her prayers each 
night, she would bless 
every family member, 
every friend and every pet 
(current or past). Toward 
the end of her prayers, 
sheôd say, ñAnd all girls.ò  
 One night her father 
asked his daughter why 
she always ended that 
way.  
 ñBecause,ò she re-
plied, ñeverybody else 
always finishes their 
prayers by saying, óAll men.ôò  


