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From Our Pastor

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Little did | reali ze when God a
called youéo(l Thessalonians 5:

would be so tangible and prevalent as it has

been in our ministry together. Here at Solid

Rock we have continually
faithfulness to us.

« Bringing two loving congregations into
one

o Selling not just one property but two in
the midst of a terrible financial
situation

« Bringing new and young people into our
church family

o Lifting up leaders who are willing to do
whatever God calls them to do

Yes, God has been very faithful to us. Certainly
there have been times of challenge that have
required blind faith on our part, yet through it
ALL God has proven Himself faithful.

As we face yet another odefini
believe God wants to prove how great God is once again. As

you review the material in this packet, | ask you to pray and
seek Godoés direction for your
what you think you can do and ask God what God wants to

do through you. Yes, God certainly can use you to

accomplish this great feat for His Kingdom.

Shalom,
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Our History

In 1838, settlers of a new
village on the banks of the
’ Salamonie River
gathered at the
home of James Mor-
rison to hear a trav-
eling evangelist, who
returned to Warren
to hold services in
Mr .
‘| about every four
% months. Growing
membership
prompted the
building of a
white frame
structure,

. | which served

tion until the
present build-
ing was
erected in
1896.

On January 9, 1927, a
new Jefferson Center Meth-
odist Episcopal Church
opened, as two congrega-
tions merged, locating across
the road from the new Jeffer-
son Township school, at the
center of this rural commu-
nity.

The turn of the twenty -
first century found both

¥ churches seek-
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rection as they faced chal-
lenges of declining member-
ship, aging congregations,
and church buildings requir-
ing significant maintenance
while lacking the space and
physical configurations
needed for effective ministry
in a time and culture not

Mo r r i s cenvisioned by their founders.

A task force was formed
to investigate opportunities
for joint ministries of the two
congregations, and the possi-
bility of merger began to be
discussed. Long and rich
traditions of the two congre-
gations, including heritages
of multiple generations of
families and deep community
ties, made this a difficult
decision for many. However,
looking to the example of
their forebears, and trusting
God in His wisdom, members
stepped forward in faith and,
with growing excitement as
opportunities to minister to
the community in new ways
became apparent, accepted
the challenge of merger.

After much prayer and
careful consideration, the
name fASolid
sen, representing our com-
mitment to build our lives on

Ro

G o d 6 the foundation of our Savior,

Jesus Christ. Much as in a

"\ A Time Line

marriage, two families have
joined to become one new
entity, and the journey con-
tinues as we
rection in serving him in the
Warren community.

One opportunity (and,
yes, challenge) that lies be-
fore us is the building of a
new facility that recognizes
and builds on the heritage of
faith the congregations bring
to this merger, and at the
same time provides space
and infrastructure for carry-
ing out ministries in a culture
vastly different from that of
our predecessors. The con-
gregation of Solid Rock
United Methodist Church is
called to prayer, that we not
miss the full blessing that
God has in His plans for us.
Please consider the building
that God wants for us, but
more importantly the unique
ministries he is calling us to
in this community, and the
ways in which those minis-
tries may take shape. We
invite you to join us in this
venture! As you hear His
voice, please share with your
leadership teams. As he calls,
and as you generously give
of your time, talent, and
treasure, may you be richly
blessed.
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| September 2006 - Task force formed to investigate ways that Jefferson Center
and Warren United Methodist Churches could do joint minis-

try. This task force became

March 2008 - New Vision Ministry Team recommended that the two con-

gregations become one.

March 18, 2008 - A large majority of both congregations approved the
merger.
- First worship service as Solid Rock United Methodist Church
- Church Growth Services and Studio Three retained to guide

in capital campaign and building design
October 1, 2008 - Officially became Solid Rock United Methodist Church
June 2009 - Jefferson Center parsonage and church sold
October 2009 - Start of capital campaign

July 6, 2008
August 2008




